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Often Neighborhood Watch groups
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What Is What types of activities might you get involved in through

N eigh bOI‘hOOd Watc h? your Neighborhood Watch group?

Citizen Corps programs that ask individuals to be prepared; get training in first aid
Since 1972, when the National Sheriffs’ Association implemented the program, and emergency skills; and volunteer to support local emergency responders, disaster
Neighborhood Watch has meant neighbors looking out for each other, working on relief, and community safety such as
neighborhood problems, and making themselves safer. Members learn how to work - Community Emergency Response Teams, which educate people about

with law enforcement and report suspicious activity to the police or sheriff’s office. ) ) ) o )
disaster preparedness and train them in basic disaster response skills, such

as fire safety, light search and rescue, team organization, and disaster medical

Most Neighborhood Watch Programs get started in the
same way:

operations

) ) ) ) = Volunteers in Police Service, which uses citizen volunteers to provide
= One or more neighbors become concerned about preserving or improving )
) support services to local law enforcement
neighborhood safety.

) o ) National Night Out, which is the first Tuesday in August, is sponsored by the
- The motivated individual or group of people decides to start a Watch group. . o . .
National Association of Town Watch. Thousands of neighborhoods turn on outside

+ They get in touch with the local law enforcement agency about steps to take. lights and gather for neighborhood events such as block parties, cookouts, parades,

- They notify the neighborhood and get others involved. and safety fairs.

. o . . . . Groups also organize problem-solving activities such as adopting a park or
- Neighbors are trained in home security, crime reporting, property marking, and
) ) playground and painting over graffiti — or social events such as sponsoring a block
other Neighborhood Watch basics. . . o
party, potluck dinner, holiday parade, volleyball or softball game, or picnic.

- The group organizes and decides what additional services to offer, such as

citizen patrols to walk or drive through the area and report suspicious activities

Beyond day-to-cay crime prevention, Neighborhood Watch
groups can help the neighborhood strengthen hometown
and homeland security activities in many ways:

to law enforcement.

- They communicate with neighbors through phone trees, fliers, newsletters, or email lists.

- They organize such events as block parties, cleanups, or graffiti removal. . . . . . . .
- Developing acommunity evacuation plan; creating a neighborhood directory with

phone numbers and email addresses for everyone in the neighborhood

= Helping neighbors develop emergency preparedness plans

Th emwn@%r“ﬁqmmunity Action G - Discussing local warning systems and how to find
neighborhood patrol time since the Watch group e EEn Gl CYEEIERED faliiEs £

Watch members helped the Mobile Police De temporary shelters in emergency situations

methamphetamine lab, resulting in ten arrests. Calls for police s ) ) ) ) )

: - Discussing potential terrorist targets in

a two-year period from an average of 15 to 20 calls per month to only ak .

) or near your community—such

month. Watch members also serve on the Community Emergency Response )
as power plants, airports, and

where they are trained to respond to natural disasters, terrorism incidents, and other .

bridges—and the consequences

emergencies.

of an attack.




Wh
! Get Involved?

You and your family will be safer. Neighborhood Watch will provide guidance on leading your

family through a fire drill, preparing a disaster preparedness plan, and assembling a disaster
supplies kit. When you work with your neighbors in Watch activities, you’ll learn to look out
for homebound seniors or latchkey children and, in return, you’ll learn who’s looking out for

you.

You’ll help reduce crime. An empty house in a neighborhood where none of the
neighbors know the owner is a prime target for burglary. Throughout the country,
dramatic decreases in burglary and related offenses are reported by law enforcement
professionals in communities with active Watch programs.

You’ll have a way to get help addressing neighborhood problems that concern

you. Neighborhood Watch serves as a springboard for efforts that address concerns such

as recreation for youth, child care, and traffic safety.

You can learn new skills and get experience using them. You'll learn crime

prevention skills, including the ability to be the eyes and ears for law enforcement.
Your whole family can get involved. There’s a role for everyone in Neighborhood
Watch. Young children can pick up litter and take part in safety programs designed
just for them. Youth can teach younger children how to stay safe. Retirees can operate

telephone trees, write newsletters, and keep an eye out for daytime problems.

»

-

recover from tl

hurricane hit, Watch m

development and who was ”“i-:\,ﬂ_k_ 5.

had medical problems and what type f C

Watch members com- pleted a search and ‘“

date daily), and assessed the needs of the development. On ber’

commu- nity command and control center and became the distribution center for f

water, clothing, baby necessities, and first aid. The community arranged to have "'“~~.._

flown in by helicopter to treat the homebound.

! Can Do It

Feel like you don’t have the time? You don’t have to take on a leadership role. Offer
to make a few phone calls. Write a story for the newsletter. Show up at community
events even if you can’t stay the whole time. Touch base with your neighbors and
show that you support the effort. As you go about your daily routines, observe your
surroundings. It only takes a moment to notice something suspicious and record and

report what you saw. Every effort helps.

Feel like you don’t have the skills? Your Neighborhood Watch can train you

or help you get training. Neighborhood Watch is also a good

way to practice your skills and learn new ones.

Feel like you're still a newcomer to the
neighborhood? Neighborhood Watch is
a wonderful way to get to know your

neighbors and find people who share

your interests. Knowing your neighbors v
also makes it easier to recognize
strangers who may not have legitimate

business on your street.

-

Harris County, TX: Since its founding in 2002, the Harris
County Citizen Corps had compiled an extensive database of volunteers from the

county’s 33 jurisdictions. When an email went out asking for volunteers to help the
evacuees from Hurricane Katrina, 1,000 people volunteered in the first hour. By the end
of the effort, some 60,000 volunteers had participated, many from Neighborhood Watch
groups. These volunteers were already organized and trained, and they helped out
wherever they were needed—carrying water and other supplies or doing triage for
incoming ill or disabled people. In this way, Neighborhood Watch provided services that

went far beyond the boundaries of the neighborhood.












